
weakening opening means in the closed end of the outer bag and without exposing the first end 
of the inner preformed bag at the reopened end of the outer bag. 

26. (New) The method defined in Claim 25, in which the bag-weakening opening 
means includes a row of bag-weakening perforations in the second end of the inner bag for 
manual opening of the inner bag by a consumer after reopening of the open end of the outer bag. 

27. (New) The method defined in Claim 25, in which the bag-weakening opening 
means includes a horizontal row of bag-weakening perforations in the second end of the inner 
bag for manual opening of the inner bag by a consumer after reopening of the open end of the 



28. (New) The method defined in Claim 25, in which the bag-weakening opening 
means includes a bag-weakening score in the second end of the inner bag for manual opening of 
the inner bag by a consumer after reopening of the open end of the outer bag. 

29. (New) The method defined in Claim 25, in which the bag-weakening opening 
means includes a horizontal bag- weakening score in the second end of the inner bag for manual 
opening of the inner bag by a consumer after reopening of the open end of the outer bag. 

30. (New) The method defined in Claim 25, including performing the method 
automatically, including feeding the loaf through an open first end of an inner preformed bag 
having a closed second end opposite the first end by a first automatic bagging machine, and 
inserting the heat shrunk inner bag and enclosed loaf through an open end of a preformed outer 
bag by a second automatic bagging machine, such inserting by the second bagging machine 
being performed by moving the heat shrunk inner bag and enclosed loaf endwise, second end 
last, through the open end of the preformed outer bag. 



outer bag. 
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31. (New) The method defined in Claim 30, including automatically transferring the 
loaf enclosed in the inner bag from the first automatic bagging machine to the second automatic 
bagging machine and orienting the loaf for presentation to the second automatic bagging 
machine for insertion endwise, second end last, into the outer bag at the second automatic 
bagging machine. 

32. (New) A packaged product comprising a loaf of bread snugly enclosed in an 
inner heat shrunk bag having a preformed closed end and ^gathered^reyiou^ open end 
opposite the preformed closed end, such heat shrunk inner bag and enclosed loaf being contained 
within a separate outer bag having a closed first end and an openable second end, the preformed 
closed end of the heat shrunk inner bag being adjacent to the openable end of the outer bag and 
such closed end of the heat shrunk inner bag having bag-weakening means for manual opening 
of the inner bag by a consumer, the second end of the outer bag being configured for opening by 
a consumer but the closed first end of the outer bag not being configured for opening by a 
consumer, and the inner bag being disposed within the outer bag with the preformed closed end 
of the inner bag adjacent to the openable second end of the outer bag and the gathered end of the 
inner bag remote from the openable second end of the outer bag. 

33. (New) The packaged product defined in Claim 32, in which the preformed closed 
end of the inner bag is gussetted. 

34. (New) The packaged product defined in Claim 32, in which the preformed closed 
end of the inner bag has perforations for opening of the inner bag. 

35. (New) The packaged product defined in Claim 32, in which the closed end of the 
inner bag has a bag- weakening score for manual opening of the inner bag. 
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Request for Update of "Notice of References Cited" 

Form PTO-892 supplied with the Office Action refers to Australian patent publications of 
McEachen and Williams. However, the papers supplied with the Office Action included only 
"Derwent" database listings for patent families which appear to include the Australian patent 
publications. Copies of the complete publications were not supplied, and the Notice of 
References Cited therefore may be considered to be misleading. Enclosed herewith are complete 
copies of the corresponding New Zealand patent publications, Nos. 243745 and 270385, 
respectively. It is respectfully requested that the Notice of References Cited be corrected to refer 
to the complete New Zealand patent publications, and to either delete the citations to the 
Australian publications or to correct those citations to confirm that the Derwent listings were the 
actual cited references. 

Please telephone to the undersigned if there are any questions or objections concerning 
this request. 
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